original paper, conclusions which tend to point out more fully the necessity for considering them as separate and distinct forms of disease. It is not presumed that these observations are entirely original; there is little doubt that the same remarks have been made by physicians under whoseCcare such cases are placed, but no notice is taken in any systematic work on mental affections of many of the salient points of the disease, and some have been omitted in the pamphlets especially devoted to the subject.
On reflection, a difficulty suggested itself in the fact that these diseases very often run one into the other,?that the insanity of pregnancy does not generally cease with labour, and that mental symptoms occasionally occur within two or three months after delivery, before the system of the patient could be so exhausted by nursing as to induce insanity from anasmia,?thus rendering accurate classification difficult or impossible. Again, the variety in the form of aberration in each class militated against the idea of pathognomonic symptoms. In the case of paupers, inspectors of poor frequently, from negligence, ignorance, or carelessness, do not furnish the information demanded in the statutory statement, which is in itself insufficient.
It is careful in its inquiries as to the age, sex, and religious denomination of the patient, but does not insist on important points, such as previous habits, state of health, disposition, and character. This statement not only does no good, but often misleads, but could be rendered of great benefit if, more particularly in the case of paupers, the parochial surgeon were required to furnish such information instead of the inspector of poor. In certain cases this is impossible; but in a large number, the medical man of the parish is acquainted with the whole history of the patient, but has no opportunity of notifying to the asylum physician facts material to the proper treatment of the case. In a disease dependent upon actual structural derangement, but which is often only characterized by mental alienation, too 
